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“Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 

THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF YOUNG 

PEOPLE* 

By the Rev. Prebendary Eyton. 

I DO not consider that I have any special mission to speak on 
the religious education of young people as I have not been 
called upon to bring my own principles and views into practice. 
But I will give you a few fragmentary thoughts that have come 
to me, while apologising for any lack of perspicuity in them. 

To begin with, I must ask you to take a great deal for granted. 
There are a great many things about religious education which 
everybody takes for granted, and I propose now only to answer 
a few questions which appear difficult. There are two sides to 
religious education. The first and most important of the two is 
the one that is too often overlooked in thinking roughly on 
subjects of this sort. I mean the inevitable education of a 
religious influence. The other side is the teaching of the mind, 
and this is quite secondary. All attempts to do away with 
religious influence, and to substitute for it any amount of careful 
mental training and dogmatic teaching is certain to end in 
failure. It is hard to speak about religious influence, and it is 
harder still to analyse it, but it is the most real thing in the 

* Notes of an Address given to the Belgravia Branch of the Parents’ National 
Educational Union. 
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failure is inevitable. As fa J ourselves are concerned we 
always the result, but as ‘ be able t0 take St. 
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lasting impression. T1 t othe rs from following in 
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The only useful experience is that whic p P *» gl and 
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theirs, you cannot make your experience p ' sibibty of a 

And so we come to this that the gtea but s0 to 

parent is not perhaps to say in words, ‘Be as l » follo w 
order his or her life as to be able to wish the childre ^ 

it. No one of us has any business to be living su ^ ; S) 

he would not like others to imitate. The great live ? 

are we living the sort of life that we shoul Ke ° ways* n0 *" 
For the effect of your life comes out in all sor s o ^ ^ the 
only out of what you do, and of what, you say, our words 
sort of man or woman you are ; it is this that gives 
and actions their real effect. 
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,, , . strongest torces are the unseen forces, and in 

tie education of children the real effect comes from a kind of 
spiritual magnetism produced by character. 

Bible stories and Scripture instruction are admirable in their 
place and at the right time, but they cannot take the place of, or 
compare with, a religious influence. Many men say that the 
on y real religious influence ever exerted on them was the 
influence of early years of the character of their father or mother. 
In schools religious influence is very often the one thing that is 

eft out, and the way that religion is taught there makes it both 
stale and wearisome. 

Then as to religious teaching, we must teach children definite 
religion, and the great thing is to keep great truths and great 
principles before them. The growth of a child’s spiritual nature 
is- a most gradual thing; and of all things the most fatal to it 
(far more fatal than the stimulating bodily growth, if that were 
possible) is the attempt to force this spiritual growth.- The way 
to teach children to be religious is to give them the society 'of 
some one who is religious. It is useless merely to say, “ Do 
this,” or “ Do that,” “ Go to church,” or “ Say your prayers,” 
&c. You must point to our Lord and say, “ This is what God 
is like, and that is what you ought to be like, and what we all 
have to be like. We all have an example in our Lord, and 
every man, woman, and child has to make out his or her own 
way of following Him. It is for us to point to Him, and to try 
to translate to the children what Christ was like, and what He 
did, and how the great principles of His life which He laid down, 
such as the love of God for all mankind, and for the animal kind 
too, have been the true music of the civilised world right up to 
the present day. It is absurd to teach religion by teaching 
duties divorced from their principles, and postures divorced from 
the motives which alone give these postures meaning. No good 
.can result from such a system. 


There is always a probability of using your own personal love 
with advantage. A child gets his idea of God from his father 
and mother. The reason that some children have no good idea 
of God is because their- parents have not given them any ideal. 
I trust it is always open to any one to use their personal affec- 
tion in that way and say, “ If I can love you so much, how much 
more does God love you?” In this manner the strongest and 
.most enduring sense of the love of God takes possession of the 
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pathy, but ap* £ bcgin with Bible stu d« 

speaking about. T , easiest way to attract a child s 

out of the Old Testament as the eas > ^ things that has 

attention ; but this is to go behind what you really 

passed away altogether. ^ ou are * tQ do in the world, 
know, which is the most unreasoi ^ Testament teaches 
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religion in its present state, and th. f t0 be taught 
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without the Christian idea of God being t »' , e to 

time. The Old Testament of itself will not b g P ^ oo)y 
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parables. I do not undervalue the story method of tuition, only 
I would urge using it to teach the New Testament as well as the 
Old Testament. 

To what extent, you will ask me, is it right to teach children 
dogmatically ? My answer is that you can no more teach them 
any other way than you can teach them arithmetic, algebra, and 
euclid, without rules. But there are two ways of teaching chil- 
dren dogmatically. One way, which is, of course, the wrong 
way, is to send them out of the nursery and school-room with a 
prejudice against dogmatic religion, which they would never 
think of having against euclid or arithmetic. Dogmatic truths 
should be taught to children in such a way that they will fit in 
with their knowledge in after life. You might in time teach them 
arithmetic without the multiplication table, but at a great 
expense of trouble and labour to yourself and your pupil. And 
in teaching dogma, you must, in the first instance, instruct the 
child to accept it on your own authority. Though the methods 
of education change as life goes on, the process is still the same. 
In early life it comes from the channel of trust, in later years 
from a personal conviction. Some people say, “ When the 
child is old enough it can choose for itself, and I will not give it 
any dogma.’' The child may not understand the Creed at 
first, but it is a preparation for that attitude of personal convic- 
tion which comes afterwards, and if we leave it without this 
trust and let it wait for personal conviction, we mangle life. If 
we say, <l We will keep this child in the leading strings of 
traditional religion,” then we mangle life in another way. As 
an instance of what I have been saying about the two ways of 
teaching dogma, I will suppose the child to be taught the 
doctrine of the Trinity. It may be hard to teach this to a 
child, it maybe done in such a hard way that the child cannot 
understand it, and only learns it by rote, and gabbles the expla- 
nation like a parrot. Or it may be taught this doctrine of the 
Trinity in a practical way, as a something to live by, the 
Doctrine of the Father who loves us, the Doctrine of the Divine 
Saviour who came down to be our Example and to die for our 
sakes, and the Doctrine of the Holy Ghost who lives and dwells 
in us. If you teach this dogma in an abstract way it all fades 
from the memory, if you teach it as a matter of hard speculation 
nothing comes out of it, but teach it practically and it brings 
forth much fruit. I would impress upon you the necessity of 
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kee pin^ dear ^ advantage of the different con- 
's apposition in us all to Jake a ^ of ^ Bible b 
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peopie hare at t thing to accept the situation, and if 

Children will not learn from you, to try to find some one 

f T rte°rda^' V chUdmn come earlier to face the questions 
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d1aIof S Iove Cr a 0 nd common.sense, and a great deal of sympathy, 
to consent to let children think for themselves at an earlier age 
han our grandmothers did. I hope I have not spoken oo 
‘iron °ly 0 ? dogmatically on the few points of tins subject which 
I have discussed. I can only assure you that it has been a 
fi-nm mv intention to do so. 
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Translated from the German of “ Deutsche Liebe" 

{by Mrs. F. Steinthal). 

First Recollection.' 

fnVT Ch ' ldh .° 0d has its mysteries and its miracles ; but who 
can describe them, and who can explain them ? We have all 
wandered th rough that silent world of wonders ; we have all at one 
ne opened our eyes in happy bewilderment as the fair realities 
of life have overwhelmed our souls. We did not then know who 
we were nor where we were ; the whole world was ours, and we 
belonged to the whole world. That was an eternal life, without 
beginning and without end, without sensation and without pain 
Our hearts were as light as a summer’s sky, fresh as the scent 
oi violets, calm and holy as a Sabbath morn. 

It is so beautiful to recall the spring-time of life — to remember 
the past. Yes ; life still offers us a spring day in the hot summer, 
in the dull autumn, and in the cold winter; and our heart says, 

“ I, also, feel as if it were spring.” Such a day is to-day, and I 
lie down on the soft moss in the fragrant forest, and stretch my 
weary limbs, and look up through the green arches into the 
everlasting blue, and think over my childhood. 

Everything appears to be forgotten, and the first pages of 
memory resemble an old family Bible — the first leaves of which 
are quite faded, and somewhat tattered and soiled. But when 
we turn over the leaves, and come to the chapter where we find 
Adam and Eve are turned out of Paradise, it begins to be clear 
and more legible. Ah ! if we only could find the title-page, 
with the place and date of printing. But, alas ! that is lost, and 
in its place there is a clean page — that is our certificate of 
baptism, which tells us when we were born, and what our parents 
and godparents were called— so that we need not look upon 
ourselves as “ editions ” sine loco et anno. 


